Excerpt from
The Cross Examination of Jesus Christ

Cross-examination,” said noted jurist John Wigmore, “is the greatest legal
engine ever invented to discern the truth.” Never has that engine per-
formed more flawlessly than it did during the life of Christ, generating the
most powerful truths in the history of the world. This book is the story of
Jesus on the witness stand—His jaw-dropping answers that shocked the
Pharisees and inspire us still.

The purpose of this book, like the purpose of any effective cross-
examination, is to reveal the truth—not just what Jesus taught but who
Jesus is. His character. His intellect. His mission. The astounding depth
of His love. Our verdict will be a lifestyle more like His.

CROSS-EXAMINATION 101

Cross-examination, my professors stressed, is the most dangerous part of
any trial. A slippery witness can decimate your case before you know what
has happened. That's why you never ask a question if you don’ already
know the answer. The dassic illustration goes something like this:

LAWYER (defending someone accused of assault): You didn't actually
see my client bite the nose of the alleged victim. Isn't that true?

WiTNEss: That's true.

LAWYER: In fact, at the time of the alleged incident, there were
several people engaged in a fight and your view of the victim
was blocked. Isn't that true?

WITNESS: Yes.

LAwYER: Then how can you be so sure that it was my client who bit

the victim’s nose as opposed to one of the other men in the

fighe?
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WITNESS: Because I saw him spit it out.

By then, it’s too late to plea-bargain.

Another thing to keep in mind, according to those same professors, is
the difference between a dangerous witness and one who cant really hurt
you very much. With a dangerous witness, sometimes the best cross-
examination is no cross-examination ar all.

But the Pharisees didn’t go to my law school. So they hurled the most
volatile questions possible at the most dangerous witness of all time with-

out knowing what the answer might be. The explosions reverberate still.

Do WE ReaLLY NEED ANOTHER BOOK ABOUT JESUS?

One could argue that even a million more books about Jesus would never
cover the breadth of His character or the depth of His grace. Under this
view there could never be too many books about the central figure in all
of history.

But I'll take a different approach. I wrote this book not just to add
another voice to the choir, but to look at Jesus from a unique angle that
is immensely revealing though largely ignored. It is the story of Christ
under the withering fire of cross-examination, and it is organized and
narrated differenty than any book you've ever read.

The first and last chapters are a firsthand account of the final trial of
Jesus—historical fiction based on scriptural fact. Together, those chapters
tell che story of the greatest miscarriage of justice ever, bar none. I've
placed you there as Pontius Pilate’s primary legal advisor—the assessore
who would have advised Pilate under the Roman legal system. The book’s
middle eight chapters flash back to Christ’s explosive confrontations with
the Pharisees, examining eight of the most intense episodes between Jesus
and His critics. These exchanges, perhaps better than any others, reveal the
heart and mind of Christ. We return, in the final chapter, to Pilate’s court,

to the verdict of the Romans, and ultimately to the cross.
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I've used this organization—first-person fiction bracketing the eight
nonfiction chapters—for both a spiritual reason and a practical one. The
spiritual reason is this: when Christ came to town, He taught the greatest
truths of all time using the two methods I've tried to emulate in this book.
First, Jesus told stories. And second, He answered questions from skeptics.
He didnt preach three-point sermons with soft music playing in the back-
ground. He faced relentess cross-examination. And He used fictional
characters to convey life-changing truths. That’s the spiritual reason the
book is organized this way.

So what’s the practical side of it?

I'm a fiction writer and a former trial lawyer. This is what [ do; it’s
how I communicate. Trial lawyers are storytellers. We believe in the
mantra of all novelists: show, don't tell. I want you to experience the inten-
sity and feel the injustice of Jesus’s final cross-examination. To do this, I've
used fiction to make you part of the story. After all, He went to the cross
for us.

But trial lawyers aren't just storytellers. We also love cross-examination.
Why? Because it forces the jury to choose sides. Though jurors swear to
keep an open mind, trial lawyers know that on a subconscious level jurors
cannot remain neutral. The more intense the cross-examination, the greater
the difficulty. Before the witness ever steps down from the stand, the jurors

have decided whether to take the witness at his word or not.
And so will we.

You LOOK VAGUELY FAMILIAR...

A strange and uncomfortable thing happened as I began writing this
book. The more I studied Christ’s confrontations with the Pharisees, the
more [ recognized myself in some of these questioners.

I discovered that some of these folks really loved God but tried to
show it with activity rather than relationship. A holy busyness—that felt

—p—



N

422 Ranpy SINGER

familiar. I found men who believed that Jesus was obligated to answer all
of their why questions. There were men so focused on winning arguments
that they couldnt hear the cry of a heart. And others who would not be
satisfied unless Christ showed Himself powerful through one more miracu-
lous sign or a political conquest or another physical healing. At times I felt
as if I had stepped into this book and started questioning Jesus too.

The thought rocked me like a Mike Tyson right hook in his heyday,
before he traded boxing for ear biting. /i a lot more like the Pharisees than
1 ever thought. Than | ever wanted to be. I tend to interpret Christ's words
in light of my own traditions and preconceptions. I'm inclined to put my
own self-justifying gloss on the stories of Jesus and the religious leaders. |
may feel a need to water Him down or explain Him away or claim that
He is speaking symbolically. All of this is the mind-set of a Pharisee, the
nitpicking of a lawyer.

That's when I discovered this mind-bending truth: if I want to be like
Jesus, I must first realize how much I am already like the Pharisees. In
God’s paradoxical way, that humbling realization is the first step toward
becoming less like the Pharisees we loathe and more like the Savior we
love. All of our mental gymnastics and convoluted questions can’t make it
any other way.

Tricky business, and dangerous, this road toward the mind of Christ.
The devil is still a crafty cross-examiner, twisting the truth and distort-
ing the testimony. Like Mike Tyson affer his prime, Satan couldnt land
many direct punches on Christ, but he still had a nasty bite. At the cross,
hell bit off more than it could chew.

“How do you know?” you ask (violating the cardinal rule of cross-
examination).

“Because three days later they saw hell spit Him out.”
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